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Present: Allen Park   Mayor Gail McLeod  
  Brownstown Twp.  Sherry Berecz, Supervisor 
  Ecorse    Mayor Lamar Tidwell 
  Flat Rock   Alternate Albert Frond, Councilman 
  Gibraltar   Alternate Rachel Witherspoon, Administrator 
  Grosse Ile Twp.  Joseph Porcarelli, Supervisor 
  Huron Twp.    
  Lincoln Park   Mayor Maureen Tobin 
  Melvindale    
  River Rouge   Mayor William Campbell  
  Riverview   Mayor Andy Swift 
  Rockwood   Mayor Troy Cox 
  Southgate   Alternate Dan Marsh, Administrator 

Taylor    Mayor Tim Woolley 
Trenton   Mayor Steven Rzeppa 

  Woodhaven    
  Wyandotte   Mayor Rob DeSana 
 
 
Others Present:  Retired Chief Jeff Drouillard & Chief Jeff Watson, Police Chair  
 
The meeting was opened by the Board Chair, Mayor Lamar Tidwell, at 6:00 p.m., followed by roll call and 
introductions. 
 
Agenda: Motion by Mayor McLeod, supported by Mayor Campbell, to approve the agenda as presented. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Minutes of 03.05.2026:  Motion by Mayor Woolley, supported by Mayor Swift, to approve the minutes of 
03.05.2026 as written. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Downriver Mutual Aid Reports: 
 
Police Chief Report:  Police Chair, Chief Jeff Watson of Brownstown, reported: 
 
New Business:  April & May 2026 

• Rockwood Police Chief Nick Hill appointed to the SWAT Committee. 

• SWAT Committee met and recommended APPD Lt. Steve Segrest to take over SWAT Command 

with the retirement of Commander Nick Hill. 

• Lt. Segrest was appointed DMA SWAT Commander.  

• Willie Sant'Angelo (retired LPPD) presented on the National Insurance Crime Bureau and how 

they can assist our local PD’s with fraud and other investigations. 

• Approved a quote for Winder Police Equipment for $245.00 to add interior lighting to the SWAT 

Bearcat. 

• Approved an invoice from Magnet Forensics (GrayKey cellphone software) for $125,885.00 from 

the DMA Major Crimes Fund. 

• Approved to pay 50% of a Sea World Scuba invoice for a Dive team communications cable. DMA 

Fire to pay the remaining 50% 

Significant DMA Police Events: 

• A small contingency of Mutual Aid assets deployed to assist Gibraltar PD with a Town Hall 

meeting about a proposed Data Center. No problems encountered. 
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Division Reports: 

Dispatch Project:  The Center is operational as of 4/20/26 and is providing Police, Fire, and 

EMS dispatching service to the communities of Brownstown, Trenton, and Woodhaven. 

911/Radio Projects:  The 911 update is ongoing.  The Radio System update is ongoing. State-

mandated training has taken place. 

DMA SWAT/CNT Teams:   

o March- 4 callouts, one to assist Monroe SWAT, two for MNET, and one for River Rouge. 

All for warrant service assistance. 

o April- Three callouts for MNET warrants.  On April 30th, DMA, Western Wayne, Wayne 

County, and DPD SWAT teams met with Wayne County Homeland Security/Emergency 

Management Director Jafer and team to discuss response to active assailants and similar 

events and to collaborate on training and assets.  

DMA Crash Team: responded to the following incidents throughout the DMA area: 

o March- Three callouts, one each for Southgate, Ecorse, and Brownstown. 

o April- Three callouts, one each in Flat Rock, Brownstown, and Rockwood. 

DMA Dive Team:  Will defer to DMA Fire Chair for this report.  

Motion by Mayor Campbell, supported by Mayor Tobin, to approve the Police Chief Minutes of  02.11.2026 
& 03.04.2026 and the Police Chief report as presented. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Fire Chief Report: Fire Chair, Chief Mike Prinz of Lincoln Park, reported: 
 

Hazmat Team:  No Call outs.  

o March training:  AHLS recertification with Dr. Hannah Evans.  

o April training:  Radiation responses.  

Fire Investigation Team:  Partial team called out to Wyandotte for a structure fire.  

o March training:  Residential construction for fire investigators.      

Dive Team:  No Call outs. 

o March training:  Mock Callouts for the team 

o April training:  Vehicular Salvage in Low Visibility and a couple of team members went to 

Houghton Lake for a 4-day class to certify in Rescue Diver.   

Logistics Team:  1 callout to Lincoln Park.  Drone was needed to survey damage from EF1 

tornado that hit the NW section of city.   

o April training:  Warehouse for inventory of equipment, air trailer operations, drone flights, 

and equipment that requires the team to transport.   

Motion by Chief Murray, supported by Mayor McLeod, to approve the Fire Chief Minutes of 03.18.2026 & 

04.15.2026 and the Fire Chief report as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Mayor DeSana spoke in regards to a grappler being used to end a police chase in Wyandotte.  It was 
very effective and suggests other communities consider purchasing.  Discussion ensued regarding cost 
of $4,000 per car and $400 to replace the grappler after use.  Mayor DeSana stated that Wyandotte 
could possibly provide training in the future. 
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Jim Perry stated possible grant opportunities to look in to.  Mayor Woolley stated they currently use the 
dart but want to upgrade to the grappler at some point due to the dart falling off in some instances. 
 
New Business:  None 
 
Informational Items:  None 
 
Remarks:  Mayor McLeod stated House Bills 4690 and 4691 to enforce stricter punishments for eluding 
law enforcement passed in the house but have been stalled in the senate.  The bills are as follows: 
 
Fleeing and Eluding (House Bills 4690 & 4691) 
The bills establish strict mandatory minimum sentences depending on the degree of fleeing and eluding:  

• First-Degree: Applies when the violation results in death. Mandatory minimum of 5 years, up to 
15 years in prison. 

• Second-Degree: Mandatory minimum of 2 years, up to 10 years in prison. 
• Third-Degree: Mandatory minimum of 1 year, up to 5 years in prison. 
• Fourth-Degree: Mandatory minimum of 30 days in jail for repeat offenders (if the offender has a 

prior fleeing and eluding conviction), up to 2 years in prison.  
 
The legislation requires these mandatory minimums to be served consecutively rather than concurrently. 
 
Adjourn:  Motion by Mayor Woolley, supported by Mayor DeSana, to adjourn at 6:21 pm. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
The next regular board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 3, 2026 at 6:00pm. 
 
 


