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Present: Allen Park   Mayor Gail McLeod  
  Brownstown Twp.  Sherry Berecz, Supervisor 
  Dearborn   Chief Joseph Murray 
  Dearborn Heights   
  Ecorse    Mayor Lamar Tidwell 
  Flat Rock   Alternate Albert Frond, Councilman 
  Gibraltar   Alternate Rachel Witherspoon, Administrator 
  Grosse Ile Twp.  Joseph Porcarelli, Supervisor 
  Huron Twp.    
  Lincoln Park   Mayor Maureen Tobin 
  Melvindale    
  River Rouge   Mayor William Campbell 
  Riverview   Mayor Andy Swift 
  Rockwood   Mayor Troy Cox 
  Romulus    
  Southgate   Alternate Dan Marsh, Administrator 

Taylor    Mayor Tim Woolley 
Trenton   Mayor Steven Rzeppa 

  Woodhaven    
  Wyandotte   Mayor Rob DeSana 
 
The meeting was opened by the Board Chairman, Mayor Lamar Tidwell, at 6:21 pm, followed by roll call 
and introductions. 
 
Agenda: Motion by Mayor Tobin, supported by Mayor Rzeppa, to accept the agenda as presented. The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Minutes of 03.05.2026: Motion by Mayor DeSana, supported by Chief Murray, to accept the minutes of the 
regular board meeting of 03.05.2026 as presented. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Presentation:  Kym Worthy, Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office – Safe Gun Storage – Special Victims 
Child Abuse Unit 
 
In 2022, unsecured firearms remain the number one cause of death for children in the United States and 
Michigan.  Overall, firearms used in unintentional injury deaths were often stored unlocked (76%) and 
most of these unlocked firearms were also loaded (91%).   
 
Prosecutor Worthy and other members of the WCPO worked hard for 8 years to get a new law on the 
books for safe-storage of firearms, which in 2024, the State of Michigan adopted.  In Wayne County and 
across Michigan, the law mandates that unattended firearms be locked in a container or rendered 
inoperable with a locking device if a minor is likely to be present.  The law applies to both homes and 
vehicles.   
 
For safe storage information from the State of Michigan:  https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-
prev/firearm-injury-prevention/secure-storage-law  
 
Tony Guerriero also from the WCPO stated the State Police Post in Taylor has 1,500 gun locks available 
for free. 
 
Presentation:  Paul Johnson, SMART – Wayne County Public Transportation Millage 
 
With the expense of maintaining a car and the rising rates of auto insurance, the SMART buses are an 
essential need for many people and essential to the continued growth and success of southeast Michigan. 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/firearm-injury-prevention/secure-storage-law
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/safety-injury-prev/firearm-injury-prevention/secure-storage-law
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The Wayne County Public Transportation Millage would renew and expand public transit across the entire 
county if passed, providing more affordable transportation options for approximately 350,000 residents.  
This millage would also expand DDOT bus service, connecting Detroit residents to more jobs and schools.  
The proposed 10-year millage generates approximately $57 million annually.  Revenue will be distributed 
to Wayne County, SMART, the Detroit Department of Transportation, and other community and regional 
providers; however, it will not fund the Q-line.   
 
Wayne County riders have access to fixed routes; the SMART Connector for older adults and people with 
disabilities; and SMART Flex, a same-day on-demand app-based service.  SMART also funds 46 
community transit providers across Wayne County. 
 
Mayor McLeod stated back in the day, she used to take the bus to school.  Some would rather take a bus 
to the downtown area instead of drive. 
 
Lisa Wayne thanked Paul and SMART for their continued partnership. 
 
Executive-Finance Committee Report:  Request for COL Increase 
 
DCC is requesting your support to provide a Cost-of-Living Increase of 5% for DCC employees.  The 
Executive-Finance committee has approved the plan and are seeking full board approval. 
 

• Cost-of-Living increases have been provided in 2008 and 2024. 

• An increase will assist our staff in dealing with the rising costs of housing, energy, and basic daily 
living expenses, which have increased over 45% in the past 20 years. 

• This increase will allow DCC to remain competitive in the market, which our funding sources 
(administrators) have encouraged.  Without remaining competitive, we lose talented staff, which in 
turn, increases our human resources costs (i.e., recruitment, screening, hiring, and training). 

• DCC fiscal has projected costs and has determined the budget will support the increase. 
 
Request for Approval of COL Increase: Motion by Mayor Rzeppa, supported by Mayor Swift, to accept 
the Request for COL Increase as presented. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Informational Items: Ribbon Cutting/Open House is scheduled for Thursday, June 11, 2026 at DCC 
2121 Biddle Avenue, Wyandotte from 5:30pm to 7:30pm.  Jim Perry and Lisa Wayne wanted to express 
how happy we are in our new location and looking forward to everyone attending our open house.   
 
New Business:  Return on Investments (ROI) folders for all the individual communities are on the tables 
at their seats.  These reports provide a breakdown on our individual programs and the benefit to your 
community.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to Jim Perry, Lisa Wayne, or 
Susan Blanton 
 

Remarks: 

 

Nikki Hartley, SEMCOG stated the Zoning Pre-Emption bills are in the house.   

 

Eric Woody, Wayne County Government Affairs spoke on the importance of the transit millage being  

passed. 

 

Carol Zuniga, Hegira Health spoke regarding the Responsive, Integrated Support and Engagement  

(RISE) partnership with Wayne County.  RISE aims to ensure that individuals in crisis are connected to the 

right level of care they need, at the right time.  Their key goals are enhanced safety and de-escalation,  

diversion from the justice system, reduced emergency department utilization, improved connection to care,  
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and a more effective system response.  Hegira started a PILOT program with CWW and would like 

to start working with the downriver area then following with the out-Wayne.  She would like to present to 

the group at a future board meeting. 

 

Mayor Woolley stated that he is against the Zoning bills.  This is a serious matter and we need to stay 

vocal.  He stated when candidates are asking for endorsements, he questions where they stand on issues.   

 

Lorissa Richardson, Director of Regional Partnership for the City of Detroit.  She is looking forward to  

working with everyone.  Everyone welcomed her. 

 

Bryan McMurran, Senator Peter’s Office stated they are working on the congressionally directed 

spending requests and should be out by the end of May. 

 

Jim Perry spoke on the Spirit Airlines shut down of their operations with approximately 600 to 1,000  

people affected in the Southeast Michigan area.  DCC is hosting resource events at the Wyandotte,  

Wayne, and Detroit locations. 

 

Adjournment:  Motion by Mayor Campbell, supported by Mayor Tobin, to adjourn at 7:01pm.  The motion  

passed unanimously. 

 

The next regular board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 3, 2026 at 6:00pm. 
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