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Present: Allen Park   Mayor Gail McLeod  
  Brownstown Twp.  Alternate Brian Peters, Township Manager 
  Dearborn    
  Dearborn Heights  Mayor Bill Bazzi 
  Ecorse    Mayor Lamar Tidwell 
  Flat Rock   Alternate Albert Frond, Councilman 
  Gibraltar   Alternate Patrick Valentine, Councilman 
  Grosse Ile Twp.  Alternate Margaret Shelton, Trustee 
  Huron Twp.   Police Chief Everette Robbins 
  Lincoln Park   Mayor Maureen Tobin 
  Melvindale    
  River Rouge   Alternate Karl Laub, Community Development Director 
  Riverview   Mayor Andy Swift 
  Rockwood   Mayor Troy Cox 
  Romulus    
  Southgate    

Taylor    Mayor Tim Woolley 
Trenton   Alternate Rick Benedetti, Councilman 

  Woodhaven    
  Wyandotte   Mayor Rob DeSana 
 
The meeting was opened by the Board Chairman, Mayor Lamar Tidwell, at 6:17 pm, followed by roll call 
and introductions. 
 
Agenda: Motion by Mayor Bill Bazzi, supported by Mayor McLeod, to accept the agenda as presented, with 
two New Business items added for the Award of Two Contracts for Audit & Accounting Services after RFP 
submittals. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Minutes of 09.04.2025: Motion by Mayor DeSana, supported by Mayor Swift, to accept the minutes of the 
regular board meeting of 09.04.2025 as presented.   The motion passed unanimously.   
 
Executive-Finance Committee Report: 
 
 Executive-Finance Minutes of 09.23.2025:  Motion by Trustee Shelton, supported by Councilman 

Benedetti, to approve the Executive-Finance minutes of 09.23.2025 as presented. The motion 
passed unanimously.   

 
FY2025/2026 Budget:  Motion by Councilman Benedetti, supported by Trustee Shelton, to approve 

the FY2025/2026 Budget as presented.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

DCC Assessment Dues:  Motion by Mayor McLeod, supported by Mayor Swift, to approve the DCC 

Assessment Dues as presented, noting no increase.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

New Business: 
 

Audit & Accounting Services: Maria Mancos, Controller, reported that DCC is requesting approval 
to award two contracts for Auditing and Accounting services per RFP results: Maria presented the 
results of the bids stating with a possible extension through 2029. 

 
Auditing Services:  Motion by Mayor Bazzi, supported by Councilman Patrick Valentine, to 

award Alan C. Young auditing services contract as presented. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

  



DOWNRIVER COMMUNITY CONFERENCE – Regular Meeting 10.2.2025                 Page 2 of 3 
 

Accounting Services: Discussion followed regarding the need for Mayor Woolley to abstain 

from the vote as his daughter works for Plante Moran within the tax department, with it 

being stated as not necessary due to the department per DCC Legal Council Kurt Kobiljak.  

Motion by Mayor McLeod, supported by Mayor Swift, to award Plante Moran the accounting 

services contract as presented. The motion passed unanimously. 

Informational Items: Motion by Trustee Shelton, supported by Mayor Bazzi, to support the Resolution 

from Riverview opposing increase to solid waste surcharge. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 Discussion followed regarding the increase and the burden it would be on all communities.  Mayor 

Woolley voiced his concurrence with Riverview. 

 

Remarks: 
 

Justin Onwenu introduced himself.  He is running for State Senate.  The district would include 
Detroit, Ecorse, Lincoln Park, River Rouge, & Wyandotte.  He said he is passionate about the 
economic development of downriver. 

 
Mayor Andy Swift wanted to inform everyone that he sent the letter of opposition in regards to the 
increase to the solid waste surcharge.  Discussion took place regarding the need for an increase to 
hazardous waste being brought in but not the increase to household waste as it will put a strain on 
all communities.  Mayor Tim Woolley concurred.   

 
 Jazmine Danci congratulated Mayor Bill Bazzi on his upcoming ambassadorship and  
 stated this may be his last board meeting.  Jazmine also wanted to thank Mayor Tim Woolley for 
 co-chairing the first SEMCOG Flooding Taskforce meeting and for representing all of downriver. 
 

Victoria Houston with Governor Whitmer’s Office, stated the Governor, in conjunction with the 
legislature, passed a week extension through October 8th to prevent a State shutdown and to 
provide additional time for negotiations and to fine-tune details.  In the bi-partisan plan, there will 
be historic funding of $ 1.5B for roads, $ 10K/per pupil to schools, protect Medicaid, and provide 
school meals for all.      
 
Jim Perry commended Mayor Bill Bazzi and the work he and Dearborn Heights did on Ecorse 
Creek and wanted to thank him for his friendship and leadership.  He couldn’t recall ever losing a 
board member to an ambassadorship before.   
 
Mayor Bill Bazzi spoke regarding his ambassadorship and hopes he can do more on the Federal 
side of things.  He stated he ran for office in 2021 to clean-up his city and it has been his passion.  
The Mayor referenced a recent incident involving some internal departmental concerns and 
apologized how this was perceived.  He felt this was outrageous and completely unacceptable. 
These have been challenging times but he feels he was called upon to do something much higher 
and that he is sad to leave.  If anyone has any questions, feel free to contact him directly. 
 
Mayor Tim Woolley stated it was sad that Mayor Bazzi even had to apologize.  He has been a 
great neighbor to Taylor, a great friend to him, and a great ally.   He applauded Mayor Bazzi and 
wished him the best. 
 
Jim Perry presented Cari Johnson with a special tribute in recognition of her 45 years of dedication 
and service to the DCC and all its programs, employees, and boards.  Cari has been a Godsend to 
everyone and a friend to everyone.  Cari thanked the Board and everyone, especially Jim Perry,  
Lisa Wayne, Lisa Kurtzhals for being there for her over the years.  She is very honored and 
expressed her desire to have everyone stay for the celebration after the meeting. 
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Mayor Lamar Tidwell commented on Cari Johnson’s retirement.  He truly appreciated her and 
thanked her. 
 
 

The Next board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, December 4th @ 5:00 pm. Note earlier time due 

to the Chamber’s Celebration event that same evening. 

  

Motion by Mayor Bazzi, supported by Mayor Tobin, to adjourn at 6:39 pm. The motion passed 

unanimously. 


